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Questions you asked

 How to teach history teachers to teach Native American students from the 
Native Americans’ point of view, rather than a white person’s point of 
view.

 I want to be more aware of the perspectives of the Native Americans in 
my community and understand traditions and history so that I can be 
culturally sensitive.  What are the big ideas that are the most important? 

 I know that the history lessons need to be updated to include current 
Native American issues.  i.e.: standing rock, bears ears, etc. How can we 
add them?



Background on framework
 Founded on assets-based approaches that integrate students’ 

and communities’ funds of knowledge
 Moll & Gonzalez, 1994

 Culturally-relevant pedagogies that make curriculum relevant to 
students from underrepresented groups
 Ladson-Billings



Integrating indigenous ways of 
knowing

Relational, interdependence
Reciprocal
Based in a physical place
Articulated through community dialogue
Built on knowledge of elders
Multiple ways of knowing
Shared through oral stories



Background on framework
Culturally-sustaining pedagogies

 Change purpose of schooling from assimilation to valuing that 
which sustains the cultural ways of being of communities of color 
(Paris & Alim, 2017)

 Prepares students for new power relations in society (multilingual, 
multiethnic future)

 Values historical cultural expressions and ways of knowing while 
also recognizing how culture shifts and is being enacted in new 
ways by youth

 Engages in critical reflection on the ways that youth cultural 
creations challenge existing systems of oppression and 
simultaneously reproduce them



Background on framework
 What does CSP look like in practice?

 “Critical centering on dynamic community languages,
 Valued practices and knowledge,
 Student and community agency and input,
 Historicized content and instruction,
 A capacity to contend with internalized oppressions, 

and
 An ability to curricularize all of this in learning settings” 

(2017, p. 14)



McCarty and Lee propose the title: 
culturally sustaining/revitalizing 
pedagogy (CSRP)

 Addresses asymmetrical power relations and aims to 
transform colonial legacies

 Focuses on language revitalization
 Recognizes the need for community-based 

accountability



Model of lesson of Standing Rock 
from Zinn Education Project



Bears Ears Curriculum

Resources
Bears Ears Education Center & kickstarter
Bears Ears National Monument
Bears Ears Inter-tribal Coalition
Utah Dine BikéYah
Bears Ears Country
Sutherland Institute on Bears Ears
Forest Service Fact Sheet

http://www.kuer.org/post/bears-ears-education-center-nears-completion-bluff-0#stream/0
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/cedarmesafriends/bears-ears-education-center
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah/bears-ears-national-monument
https://bearsearscoalition.org/about-the-coalition/
http://utahdinebikeyah.org/
https://www.bearsearscountry.com/
https://sutherlandinstitute.org/heres-locals-really-think-bears-ears-monument/
https://www.fs.fed.us/sites/default/files/bear-ears-fact-sheet.pdf


Example of creating critical culturally 
sustaining curriculum in K-12? 

 Group #1: Name and describe roles that represent a variety of 
perspectives on Bears Ears.

 Group #2: Prepare the background for the role play including framework 
for lesson.

 Group #3: Develop a way to scaffold students in an historical analysis.
 Group #4: Create extension activities to apply what students have 

learned through the role play and analysis. 



How can educators evaluate written 
material about and for indigenous peoples? 

 Have you used the AICL website? For what reasons? 
What worked? What didn’t?

 American Indian Children’s Literature Website

https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/p/best-books.html










We Can Do Better by Debbie Reese
4 considerations for choosing material

1. Choose books that are tribally specific.
2. Use present tense to talk about Native Nations.
3. Choose books by Native writers.
4. Use books by Native writers all year round. 

In small groups discuss why this is an 
important guideline. Also, what experience 
do you have with your assigned 
consideration?

http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/LA/0956-jul2018/LA0956Jul18Language.pdf
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